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Scotland, and his two friends were executed (1405,).
Still Henry's position was very insecure, and only a
series of fortunate accidents gave him peace. In the
first place, after a naval victory off Portland had
freed him from the immediate fear of invasion from
France, the outbreak of civil war in that country
rendered it powerless. In the second place, the
capture of James, the heir to the throne of Scotland,
on his way to France gave him a useful hostage.
The prince was kept in honourable captivity, and, as
Henry had the Earl of Fife also in his hands, he
secured the neutrality of both parties in that king-
dom. The capture and death of Northumberland
removed the last of his enemies (1408), and the
closing years of his reign were peaceful. He con-
cluded marriage alliances with Castile, Navarre, and
Aragon, as well as with the Empire and Scandinavia,
and this raised the reputation of his family.1 The
Church, as a whole, and the Commons gave him
support at home, and Glendower was confined to
Wales, where he maintained a precarious inde-
pendence until his death.

He was, therefore, able to turn his attention to
French affairs. Charles VI. had taken advantage
of Henry's difficulties to encourage the revolt of
Guienne, where the people had refused to recognise
the deposition of Richard. And the French had
also assisted Glendower's rebellion and quarrelled
with the English concerning Isabella. An invasion

1 One of his sisters was Queen of Castile, another Queen of Aragon.
Henry mairied a princess of Navarre ; one of his daughters married
the King of Denmark, and another the son of the Kmperor,